KATIVAMIK
National Youth Service Policy

Survey Findings

’@ February 2008
www.ekos.com



Support for Volunteer Service

“Do you think that volunteer “Why do you say that?” [Open]
service is a generally good idea or
bad idea?”

Can obtain skills/life skills 31%

Necessity for community/society 28%
2% ‘ Important/noble cause [l 14%
1% Provides opportunity for 19%

community involvement

Promotes/provides opportunity il 1194
to help others/community

Helps youth

Personal involvement/experience
with volunteerism

Rewarding experience

7%
6%
4%
7%

M Very good idea
Somewhat good idea
Somewhat bad idea DK/NR

W Very bad idea 0% 20 40% 60% 0% 100%

n=1255 n=1203
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Attitudes Toward National Volunteer Service (a)

“Please tell me the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements?”

Volunteerism is a positive way of expanding citizen involvement
23 94

Helping community-based non profit organisations provide structured volunteer
opportunities for youth would help youth gain valuable skills and experience, and
increase their employability

3 5 93

| believe that all Canadians have a civic responsibility to contribute to the
betterment of their communities and the country

6]
o
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Disagree (1-3) Neither (4) W Agree (5-7)
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Attitudes Toward National Volunteer Service (b)

“Please tell me the extent to which you agree or disagree with each of the
following statements?”

Full time national volunteer service is a positive means of promoting civic
engagement among young Canadians

s 1

| support the idea of young Canadians taking a year between high school and
post-secondary education to travel and take part in a structured full time national
volunteer program, as a means of gaining life and work skills while learning
about themselves and the country

15 15

| do not agree with the idea of young Canadians taking a year between high
school and post-secondary education for national volunteer service because it
would break the flow of their education

52 16
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Disagree (1-3) Neither (4) I Agree (5-7)
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Perceived Contribution of National Volunteer Service

“To the best of your knowledge, to what extent do you think a term of full
time national volunteer service would contribute to each of the following?”

Helping youth make a positive
contribution to society

Improving the communities where youth

do their volunteer work

Allowing youth to learn more about themselves and
gain skills and work experience before pursuing | £ 11
higher education

Increasing the employability of youth |9 11

3 8

00
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3 10

Creating a culture of active citizenship 5 11
and civic participation

Providing youth with clearer direction for post- &8 4
secondary education
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No extent (1-3) © Some extent (4) m Great extent (5-7)
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Views on Compulsory Community Service

&

‘Do you think that having ... students do a certain amount of compulsory

community service hours as a condition of graduating is a good or bad
Idea?”

HIGH SCHOOL UNIVERSITY

29%

M Very good idea
Somewhat good idea
n=620 Somewhat bad idea n=635
M Very bad idea

EKOS Research
Associates Inc.



Importance of National Youth Service Policy

&

“How important do you think it is that the Government of Canada adopt a
national youth service policy...?”

...which would stabilize funding for youth service programs
in Canada

...which would stabilize funding for youth service programs
in Canada even if it means less spending in other important areas

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Not at all important =@ Somewhat important B Very important
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Perceived Effectiveness of Various Options in
Supporting a National Youth Service Policy

“How effective do you think each of the following ideas would be for the
Government of Canada in supporting a national youth service policy?”

Create a program in which unemployed youth would gain skills and work experience
by helping to clean polluted streams, repair schools and hospitals, build energy-
efficient green housing, and work with the elderly

6 & I S

Provide a $5,000 financial credit to youth doing a year of volunteer service to be used
in pursuing post-secondary education after completing their service commitment

7 10 I R

Provide youth with an interest free period for educational loans while engaged in
volunteer service

o 11 [ I

Invest $5,000 in an educational fund that could be accessed by an individual between
the ages of 18 and 25 for post secondary education, provided that he or she
completes a term of full time national volunteer service

76

10 13




Provide a $1,000 financial credit to youth doing a year of volunteer service to be used
in pursuing post-secondary education after completing their service commitment

12 12

Provide housing subsidies to municipalities who host full time youth service volunteers
in their communities

10 15

Invest $1,000in an educational fund that could be accessed by an individual between the ages of 18 and 25
for post secondary education, provided that he or she completes a term of full time national volunteer service

12 13

Set a national goal to enlist at least 5,000 young Canadians annually in national volunteer
service programs

12 17

Allow youth doing volunteer service to maintain their status on Employment Insurance

13 17

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Not effective (1-3) Somewhat effective (4) m Very effective (5-7)
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Agreement with Idea that Those Doing Volunteer
Service Be Given Credit Towards PSE

“Do you think someone who completes a full time term in a structured
volunteer service program should be given some form of credit towards their
post-secondary education?”

OVERALL (1=1255) | 14

EDUCATION

g school(r=40¢) | T
Colege (=350) {13 I

University (n=477) 2 19 79

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

DK/NR No M Yes
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Familiarity with Katimavik

“How familiar are you with an organization called Katimavik?”

OVERALL 17

REGION
BC 11
Alberta 13
Prairies 11
Ontario 12
Quebec 30
Atlantic 14

EDUCATION
High school 14
College 17
University 20
O‘I)/o 2(;% 40I% 60I% 80I% 1OIO%

™ Not familiar (1-3) © Somewhat familiar (4) B Familiar (5-7)
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Importance of Providing Young Canadians the
Opportunity to Participate in Katimavik

As you may know, Katimavik is a National Youth Service program which provides young Canadians
with the opportunity to help communities across Canada, and as a result, gain valuable skills and
work experience through volunteer community work and learning activities. As part of the program,
they travel to three different regions of Canada over a nine month period and live with other youth
from across the country.

“How important do you think it is that young Canadians have the opportunity to
participate in this type of program?”

9%

Important (1-3)
B Somewhat important (4)
24% Important (5-7)
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Consideration of and Barriers to Volunteer Service
(Asked only of those 16-30 years of age)

“Have you ever considered doing a IF NO “What are the main barriers
term of volunteer service, either to you doing a term of volunteer
locally, nationally, or service?” [Open]

Internationally?”

Lack of time/too busy 66%

Financial barriers

30% - Unaware of/unfamiliar of
volunteering

Not interested (general)

Accessibility, transportation
issues

H Yes
No

DK/NR il 10%
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